European Parliament

OPEN LETTER

To all EU governments,

We, Members of the European Parliament, call on you, as representatives of the
people in the European Union, to join the governments of Iceland and the UK in not
attending the 2018 FIFA World Cup in Russia.

The Salisbury attack was just the latest chapter in Vladimir Putin’s mockery of our
European values: indiscriminate bombings of schools, hospitals and civilian areas in
Syria; the violent military invasion in Ukraine; systematic hacking; disinformation
campaigns; election meddling; trying to destabilize our societies and to weaken and
divide the EU - all this doesn’t make for a good World Cup host.

While we agree that sport can help build metaphorical bridges, as long as Putin is
blowing up real ones in Syria, we cannot pretend this World Cup is just like any other
major sporting event.

As long as Putin is illegally occupying Crimea, holding Ukrainian political prisoners
and supporting the war in Eastern Ukraine we cannot pretend that this tournament’s
host is our welcoming neighbour.

And as long as political dissidents and the free press are in constant danger in Russia
and beyond, we cannot turn our backs on them to shake Putin’s hand in a football
stadium.

Three days after the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Putin invaded Ukraine, and the
world watched in dismay. This time, we can make things right by not cheering at his
grave violations of human rights at the 2018 World Cup.


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/downloadcentre/en/visual-identity/graphic-charter
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The world is looking at Europe in these difficult times. Our governments should not
strengthen the authoritarian and anti-western path of the Russian President, but
boycott the 2018 FIFA World Cup in Russia and raise their voices for the protection of
human rights, of democratic values and peace.

Sincerely,

Adaktusson, Lars (EPP, Sweden)
Andrikiene, Laima (EPP, Lithuania)
Austrevicius, Petras (ALDE, Lithuania)
Boni, Michal (EPP, Poland)

Bové, José (Greens/EFA, France)

Buzek, Jerzy (EPP, Poland)

Childers, Nessa (S&D, Ireland)

Delli, Karima (Greens/EFA, France)
Durand, Pascal (Greens/EFA, France)
Eickhout, Bas (Greens/EFA, Netherlands)
Fjellner, Christofer (EPP, Sweden)
Fotyga, Anna (ECR, Poland)

Gabelic, Aleksander (S&D, Sweden)
Giegold, Sven (Greens/EFA, Germany)
Griffin, Theresa (S&D, UK)

Guteland, Jytte (S&D, Sweden)

Harms, Rebecca (Initiator of this call, Greens/EFA, Germany)
Hetman, Krzysztof (EPP, Poland)
Heubuch, Maria (Greens/EFA, Germany)

Hokmark, Gunnar (EPP, Sweden)
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Jadot, Yannick (Greens/EFA, France)
Javor, Benedek (Greens/EFA, Hungary)
Jaztowiecka, Danuta (EPP, Poland)

Joly, Eva (Greens/EFA, France)

Kalinowski, Jarostaw (EPP, Poland)

Kelam, Tunne (EPP, Estonia)
Koztowska-Rajewicz, Agnieszka (EPP, Poland)
Kudrycka, Barbara (EPP, Poland)

Lambert, Jean (Greens/EFA, UK)
Lewandowski, Janusz (EPP, Poland)
tukacijewska, Elzbieta (EPP, Poland)
Macovei, Monica (EPP, Romania)

Moody, Clare (S&D, UK)

Olbrycht, Jan (EPP, Poland)

Pabriks, Artis (EPP, Latvia)

Pietikdinen, Sirpa (EPP, Finnland)

Pitera, Julia (EPP, Poland)

Plura, Marek (EPP, Poland)

Rivasi, Michéle (Greens/EFA, France)
Ropé, Bronis (Greens/EFA, Lithuania)
Rosati, Dariusz (EPP, Poland)

Sargentini, Judith (Greens/EFA, Netherlands)
Siekierski, Czestaw (EPP, Poland)

Smith, Alyn (Greens/EFA, UK)

Sojodrova, Michaela (EPP, Czech Republic)

Staes, Bart (Greens/EFA, Belgium)
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Stétina, Jaromir (EPP, Czech Republic)
Szejnfeld, Adam (EPP, Poland)

Tarand, Indrek (Greens/EFA, Estonia)
Telicka, Pavel (EPP, Czech Republic)

Thun und Hohenstein, R6za Grafin von (EPP, Poland)
Triipel, Helga (Greens/EFA, Germany)
Turmes, Claude (Greens/EFA, Luxembourg)
Vaidere, Inese (EPP, Latvia)

Valero, Bodil (Greens/EFA, Sweden)
Watesa, Jarostaw (EPP, Poland)

Ward, Julie (S&D, UK)

Wenta, Bogdan (EPP, Poland)

Zdrojewski, Bogdan (EPP, Poland)

Zwiefka, Tadeusz (EPP, Poland)
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