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Mr. Bekir Bozdag
Justice Minister of the Republic of Turkey

Brussels, 23 May 2017
Dear Minister Bekir Bozdag,

We, the undersigned members of the European Parliament, wish to express our deepest concern
about the ongoing state of emergency and disproportionate effects thereof on democracy and
human rights in Turkey.

During the state of emergency, over 100.000 civil servants, military officers, judges, teachers
and academics have been dismissed from their jobs. Tens of thousands have been arrested and
prosecuted over alleged links to last year’s alleged failed coup.

Nuriye Gillmen, who was dismissed from her post in Selcuk University, and Semih Ozakea,
dismissed from his post in a primary school, by emergency decrees are on the 196th day of
their “I want my job back” protest, and on the 76th day of their permanent hunger strike. Nuriye
Guilmen and Semih Ozakca are just two examples out of thousands of Turkish citizens affected
by the disproportionate measures of the government under the state of emergency.

We regret to hear that their health is seriously deteriorating and that they reached the life-
threatening stage. Despite this fact, Nuriye Gilmen and Semih Ozakca were arbitrarily
detained after a midnight police raid at their houses last Monday. We thereby demand their
immediate release. We would equally like to express our solidarity with the people of Turkey
and those who have been arbitrarily detained and dismissed under the state of emergency. We
urgently call on Turkish authorities to end the state of emergency as soon as possible and to
enable all persons dismissed or arrested following the coup attempt of 15 July to have
immediate access to an independent and effective appeals mechanism.

Yours sincerely,

Jordi Solé (Greens/EFA)

Ismail Ertug (S&D)

Marietje Schaake (ALDE)
Rebecca Harms (Greens/EFA)
Alexander Lambsdorff (ALDE)
Anna Maria Corazza Bildt (EPP)
Barbara Spinelli (GUE/NGL)
Pascal Durand (Greens/EFA)
Izaskun Bilbao (ALDE)

Eva Kaili (S&D)

Josep-Maria Terricabras (Greens/EFA)
Tania Gonzélez (GUE/NGL)
Mark Demesmaeker (ECR)



Eva Joly (Greens/EFA)

Gérard Deprez (ALDE)

Hilde Vautmans (ALDE)
Frédérique Ries (ALDE)

Eric Andrieu (S&D)

Stelios Kouloglou (GUE/NGL)
Anne-Marie Mineur (GUE/NGL)
Sylvie Guillaume (S&D)

Takis Hadjigeorgiou (GUE/NGL)
Teresa Giménez Barbat (ALDE)
Clara Aguilera Garcia (S&D)
Monica Macovei (ECR)

Fabio Massimo Castaldo (EFDD)
Javi Lopez (S&D)

Kati Piri (S&D)

Maite Pagazaurtundua (ALDE)
Agnes Jongerius (S&D)
Jean-Paul Denanot (S&D)
Ricardo Serrdo Santos (S&D)
Philippe Lamberts (Greens/EFA)
Marian Harkin (ALDE)

Josu Juaristi Abaunz (GUE/NGL)
Lola Sanchez (GUE/NGL)

Helga Trupel (Greens/EFA)
Louis Michel (ALDE)

Benedek Javor (Greens/EFA)
Javier Nart (ALDE)

Nicola Caputo (S&D)

Christine Revault d'Allonnes-Bonnefoy (S&D)
Eider Gardiazébal (S&D)
Dimitrios Papadimoulis (GUE/NGL)
Boris Zala (S&D)

Gabi Zimmer (GUE/NGL)
Dietmar Koster (S&D)

Julie Ward (S&D)

Miltiadis Kyrkos (S&D)
Francesc Gambus (EPP)
Laurentiu Rebega (ENF)

Robert Rochefort (ALDE)
Gesine Meissner (ALDE)

Lieve Wierinck (ALDE)

Andrea Cozzolino (S&D)

Ana Gomes (S&D)

Terry Reintke (Greens/EFA)
Beatriz Becerra (ALDE)

Martina Anderson (GUE/NGL)
Matt Carthy (GUE/NGL)

Liadh Ni Riada (GUE/NGL)
Lynn Boylan (GUE/NGL)
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