
 At a time of significant market turbulences in the nuclear 
sector, spiralling costs for nuclear new build are putting the 
nuclear industry under pressure. Continuing operation of age-
ing power plants is the last resort for a nuclear industry on the 
edge. Maintaining nuclear energy capacity means to extend 
the operation lifetime of ageing reactors beyond their original 
design base and thus increasing the risk of serious incidents. 
The lifetime extensions of reactors in Tihange and Doel in Bel-
gium or Dukovany in the Czech Republic are examples of this 
development. But also other countries are planning to prolong 
the lifetime of their reactors or have already done so.
 

 Ageing nuclear reactors increase the risk of nuclear acci-
dents. Nonetheless, the national authorities give the approval 
to their continued operation. The inhabitants of Europe’s re-
gions are being exposed to these mounting nuclear risks. It is 
high time to phase out this risky, outdated and economically 
unviable technology in the EU. The “Alliance of Regions for 
Phasing out Nuclear Power across Europe” wants to counter 
the pro-nuclear lobby and push for an Energy Union committed 
to energy efficiency and renewable energy.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
 
The Alliance of Regions
for Phasing out Nuclear 
Power across Europe

Rebecca Harms — MEP Greens/EFA 
Group in the European Parliament, 
Initiator of the Regions’ Network

Franz Untersteller — Minister of the 
Environment, Climate Protection and 
the Energy Sector, Baden-Württemberg

PRESENTATION

Economic implications of 
a nuclear phase-out in Europe

Friedrich Hinterberger — Managing 
Partner, Sustainable Europe 
Research Institute (SERI)

PODIUM DISCUSSION

Rebecca Harms — MEP, Greens/EFA Group in the European Parliament, 
Initiator of the Regions’ Network

Rudi Anschober — Regional Minister for Environment, Climate, Consumer 
Protection and Integration, Upper Austria, Initiator of the Regions’ Network
 
Gerrit Niehaus — Head of Department Nuclear Energy Supervision, 
Radiation Protection, Ministry of the Environment, Climate Protection and 
the Energy Sector, Baden-Württemberg

Christoph Pistner — Deputy Head of Division Nuclear Engineering & Facility 
Safety, Öko-Institut e. V. (tbc)

Dalibor Stráský — Anti-Nuclear-Appointee of Upper-Austria 

Further statements from regional representatives

FACILITATOR

Dörte Fouquet — Lawyer and Partner, BBH Law Firm, Brussels

For registration and inquiries, please email to: Veranstaltung@bruessel.bwl.de
Interpretation provided EN/DE

26 April 2017, 11h00 – 13h00
Representation of the State of Baden-Württemberg
to the EU, Rue Belliard 60

H O S T E D  B Y :

Ageing Nuclear
Power plants –
high risk beyond limits


