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Brussels, 4 March 2070

Mr John DALLI
Commissioner
Health and Consumer Policy

Dear Commissioner,

’

We write regarding the Commission’s decision ro authorise the culitvation of the Amflora
porato. We are shocked thar yvou have made a decision on siuch a /ighly controversial issie
without warting for the resulls of the review on FFSA s environm ental 7isk assessment guidelines.

You are probably aware thar it is broadly accepted thar 1he long-rerm-efiects of GM O cultivation
as well as efjects on non-rarger organisms ave, 1ius jar, not adeguarely been raken mlo account
n the risk assessment frameworf’. In your role as a risk manager, ir is not possible to blindly
Jollow EFSA s opinion on Amjlora, even tiough you are aware 12ar Serious concerns fiave been
raised regardimng the lack of imnformarion on environmental mmpact as well as the very poorly
conducted feeding 17:als.

Lurthermore, Amjplora’ contams a gene which conveys resistarnce ro antiprorics classyied as
critically mmportant’ and ‘increasingly mmportant’ by the WHO and EMEA. We find it /g4y
guestionable thar you as the Healthh Commissioner authiorise a GM plant with an anfibioric
marfker gene, agamnst the warnmg of the Authority wunder your responsibiity, Luropearn
Medicines A gency”. 11 is irresponsible ro authorise varieties for which no or msufficient (oxicity or
allergy tests have been conducted when these varieries have undergone generic modyficarions tiar
fave significant and wide-rangimng efjects i plant metabolism.

In addition, you are certamly aware thar 1here are two conventional potaro varreries alyeady on
1he marker which show the same characreristics as Amflora’, bur which fiave not been generically
modyfied. As resistance to antibiorics are a widely recognised medical problen, any unnecessary
use of 1415 rechinology s unjustifiable. How can you place the mirerests gf one company higher
rhan that of the overw/thelning majority of Luropean consuners, who are against GMOs?

With regard fo your roken giff to Member Srates - the idea of renationalising’ the decision on
cultivation of GMOs - we are very concerned rhatr 1405 will contradict the provisions of 14¢e
mrernal marker as well as threaten the freedom of choice for consumers. You are aware that in
S all-scale European agricullure, contam marion does nor stop ar borders.

" see e.g. Conclusions of the Council of Environmental Ministers of December 2008;
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/envir/104509.pdf
> EMEA CVMP/56937/2007; http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/opiniongen/5693707en.pdf
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Last bur not least, we are very disappomired tiar your commument 1o rransparency’ vis-a-vis the
Luropean Parliament seems to be resrricred 1o mformimng us aboul a decision as a jait accomplr,
that Is, a few fours before you publish ir.

Yours sincerely

On behalf of the Greens/FFA Growp

Aeweda b (03M

Rebecca Harm.s Danrel Colin-Bendrr
Co-President Co-President
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